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From the Dog Pound 

 

Who mourns the soul of a hound when he dies?  

Who even knows that he’s gone?  

The Master, the Huntsman, they miss him perhaps,  

And the farm where his walking was done,  

But when once again on the Opening Day,  

The Season’s first music rings clear,  

Which of us misses the voice that is gone,  

Or spares him a sorrowful tear?  

They try for us, cry for us, gallop and fly for us -  

Gad how the beauties can move!  

In the whole of the Shires not a pack to touch ours,  

But it’s hounds, not the hound, that we love.  

There’s few of us see in the course of a day  

How Harmony worked out that line;  

How Destiny’s Dabster takes after his dam,  

Or the work of that new bitch, Divine.  

Each has his temperament, each has his tricks  

The joy of them few of us know;  

Few of us worry, and few of us care -  

We still have the pack when they go.  

Only the Master, who growls out to Tom  

In a voice gone surprisingly gruff -  

‘Sexton must go, Tom, he’s getting damm’ slow -  

God knows we shall miss him enough.”  

But if he goes lonely, unwept and unsung,  

That foxhound forgotten too soon,  

I like to think that the pack sings his dirge  

In the night when they sing to the moon. 

Author unknown 

 

 

 

  

 

 



LOOKING BACK ON 2013 

2013 brought many changes to Beaver Meadow Foxhounds.   The most devastating was the passing of our 

beloved President and good friend Cindy McEwan.  Cindy loved the hounds; the horses but most of all she 

loved to share with the people who hunted each week.  In many ways she rode vicariously through each 

one of us and anxiously waited to see us off and return for a grand feast and a wee spot of wine.  Cindy 

went home on April 6th, however, she may be gone but never forgotten.  We miss you Cindy. 

 

 

was held on Sunday, May 5th at Reviresco with 32 attendees honouring Cindy. 

  

.................... 

On a positive note,  Beaver Meadows Foxhounds was pleased to welcome five new members to our club.  

Diane Baker, Jenny and Tom Jackman, Tami Matthews and Brad Wells.   We also welcomed back Suzanne 

Ferguson after a two year break.   

.................... 



 

Tamara  took a break this year to produce a new generation of Hunting Enthusiasts.  Tamara, Jason and 

Thomas welcomed "Hunter" Marsden into the world on November 3rd, 2013.  

 

Congratulations Tamara, Jason and Thomas 

.................... 

Beaver Meadows introduced a new Insurance Package from Intercity Insurance.    Additional information 

and forms are available on our Website.   

Insurance Reminder for 2014 

 

It is no longer mandatory to be a member of OEF to hunt or to ride - unless you are attending one of their 

sanctioned shows or events. 

Beaver Meadows Club is covered by blanket insurance from Intercity Insurance for all eventualities for 

injury or damage to you, your horse or a third party's property, while taking part (including arriving and 

leaving) in a club activity.  Having said this, it is still recommended that OEF membership is a good idea, OR 

some other insurance coverage, such as your house and property insurance which often includes "pets" and 

horses are considered pets! OFAH will also insure you if you are a member and they have committed to 

coverage for foxhunting under their membership policy.  

 

Intercity also do personal (for non-club riding activities) equine coverage for $31.48 which is much less than 

OEF and covers all the same things with some of them being better. For $31.48 Intercity gives you $5 million 

personal liability plus $50,000 accident insurance regardless of how many horses you own (as long as you 

are not commercial) and regardless of where the horses are kept, 24/7, anywhere in the world.  

 

The choice is yours. Whatever you do, you are covered, so we will no longer be requiring proof of insurance 

before you ride.  

 

Looking forward to seeing you all soon.                   Marion Castleton 

.................... 



John Castleton has been working very hard at updating our website.  Visit our website at 

www.beavermeadowfoxhounds.ca   to see the changes.  Kudos to John for a job well done. 

.................... 

The Beaver Boutique has added a Ladies Polo Shirt to our clothing line this year and also a horse cooler 

complete with Beaver Meadow Foxhounds Logo.  There is a catalogue on our website which has a complete 

line of clothing and products available for sale. 

      

.................... 

We also have two new venues this year.  Cubing started September 1st at the farms of Derek Dekeyser and 

Matthew Greydanus .   The members present at this new venue experienced a fantastic ride through fields and woods.  

Many neighbours and friends came out to enjoy the sight and sounds  of hounds eager to get on the scent of that 

cunning and elusive fox or coyote. 

     

 

The other venue is from the new kennels at Greenly Farm. 

     



A very successful 3rd annual BMFH Hunter Pace was held at the farm of Hilda and Johan Bos, Foxboro-

Stirling Rd,  August 11th.  With the generosity and cooperation of neighbouring Land Owners, riders 

enjoyed trails and fields on the North and South side of the highway.  Volunteers were on hand  to ensure 

the safety of riders crossing the road.  Water crossing and 28 optional jumps along the course provided 

challenges for both the horse and rider. 

 

    
 

.................... 

 

The Masters of Limestone Creek hunt warmly welcomed the ten members of Beaver Meadow Foxhounds 

who were able to attend the joint meet on September 15th.  The members were graciously billeted in 

Mrs. Barbara Wolff’s new home (ex-Master Limestone Creek) and horses were stabled at the same farm.  

This made the venture that much more successful as we were all able to stay together in one place, have 

little travel to the barn and almost no travel to hunt which gave all more time to share some great 

stories.  Mrs. Wolff also provided a wonderful dinner party for the members of Beaver Meadow and 

Limestone Creek Saturday evening.  Original art sculptures were given to Mrs. Wolff as a thank you gift 

for her generosity and original hunt painting were given to each of the Masters to say a hearty thank you 

from the Canadian team. A great time was had by all and it was great to see some new members on our 

travel south. 

 

      
 



 

Beaver Meadow hounds had a great day at the Coyote Training pen north of Kingston on September 18th 

and proved themselves very well.  The pen covers 650 acres with some trails to observe and follow and our 

hounds were easily seen pursuing many coyote.  It was a great day to expose some of our young entry to 

the skills of hunting under the watchful eyes of some of our more experienced hounds like Pensive and 

Promise.  After four hours of none stop action hounds were called in and put to rest.  Although very tired 

hounds seemed to enjoy themselves and were none the worse for wear the next day thanks to our rigorous 

roading program over the summer. 

.................... 

This year’s fundraiser was a resounding success on October 26th.  The Northumberland Heights’ ballroom 

lit up with glamour and grace as fifty club members, landowners and guests dined and danced the night 

away at our 2013 Masquerade Ball.  Thanks to Jamie Hughes, project manager extraordinaire for creating 

an elegant and festive space for the celebration.  Your efforts were much appreciated. 

Local band, Rufbukl, headed up by our very own Master Hop McEwan, generously donated their musical 

talents.  Their inexhaustible energy kept everyone dancing well into the night. 

       

.................... 

Have you taken leave of your senses?  Are you crazy?  Who gets up at 4:00 a.m. on a Saturday morning and 

doesn’t arrive back home until 10:30 at night, sweaty, dusty, cold and gratified and wasn’t even at a horse 

show? Foxhunters, of course.  On November 9th, a fun convoy of Beaver Meadows Hunt members and road 

crew set out to hunt as guests of the Ottawa Valley Hunt alongside the Montreal Hunt Club.  

 

     



 

On November 16th, members went with the Hounds to the Training Pen to enjoy a day of riding, walking or 

4-wheeling through the grounds looking for coyotes. 

 

     

.................... 

Most people expected a big guy in a red suit to be the highlight of the Frankford Santa Claus Parade.  Not 

this year!  Sorry Santa, but on Saturday November 30th, Beaver Meadow Foxhounds simply stole the show.  

All Master/Huntsman Jamie Hughes and Mervin Magner’s hard work has paid off.  While our horses were all 

snug in their beds, the eight and a half couple were exemplary ambassadors of good will, obeying Jamie’s 

every command and walking off leash for the entire parade.  This year was the first time we’ve ever 

showcased the hounds without restraint and they behaved marvelously.  Some members turned out in 

formal Hunt attire and walked the parade route smiling and waving to the crowd.  Even the weather 

cooperated this year.  

 

        

.................... 

The Christmas party for Beaver Meadow Foxhounds members was graciously hosted by Brad Wells on Dec 

7th. Brad generously provided the vista, the venue, the vino and vittles. Some members participated in a 

mounted ride around the grounds before the actual party started and by all reports this was most 

enjoyable.  Prandial offerings included smoked salmon, jumbo shrimp, a variety of cheeses (brie, old 

cheddar, stilton, fondue), shepherd’s pie, cooked ham, roast potatoes, and 3 am-turnip puff. Brad’s barn 

manager, Shaun, and his partner, Lynne, prepared many of the dishes (hence unique reference to 3 am-

turnip puff) and coordinated serving and hospitality during the party.  



 

With pride and pleasure Jamie awarded Marshall McKinley and his mighty pony Thunder for the “Fairly 

Hunted” award.  Marshal is a riding member of Beaver Meadow Foxhounds in Warkworth, Ontario and also 

belongs to Kawartha Pony Club in Peterborough, Ontario.  He is presently twelve years of age, in grade 

seven and he has been riding since he was five years old.   (In his absence, a very proud Mother accepted 

this award for Marshall).  Congratulations Marshall. 

The MFHA introduced this award to acknowledge children under age 18, who participate in foxhunts but 

may not be a member of the United States Pony Clubs. The award will be given each year to any young 

person who hunts five times and is so acknowledged by a Master. No examination is given and no requisite 

skills are required - just having had the experience of participating in hunts 

.................... 

The end of the year did not turn out the way everyone expected.  Mother Nature has a mind of her own.  

Following are pictures of the Ice Storm at the Kennels. 

   

   

   

     

   



 

HUNTING GUIDELINES EFFECTIVE 2014 

Membership Subscription 2014 

Sponsor Membership - $2,000   

This membership is for a senior member who wishes to be a sponsor of Beaver Meadow Foxhounds. It runs 

for a three year term consisting of a payment of $2,000 per year. At the end of the three year term members 

will receive their colors to Beaver Meadow Foxhounds.  Includes all hunt privileges plus one membership to 

MFHA $35. 

Senior Membership - $1,000 

For members over 18 who are not in a full time educational facility.  Includes all hunt privileges plus 

membership to MFHA for $35.  

Junior Membership    150.00 

For members under the age of 25 as of Jan 1
st
, 2011 who are in a full time educational facility.  Includes all hunt 

privileges. 

Supporting Membership - $200.00 

Member may come to all social events. 

Capping: A capping fee for riders will be issued at the cost of $100.00 for week-ends which also includes 

the hunt breakfast.  A capping fee for riders will be issued for riders of $50.00 on weekdays or during times 

that the hunt has a tailgate breakfast. The hunt breakfast for all non-members will be $10.  New riders may 

cap multiple times in their first year. Pony Club members will hunt free but pay $10 for breakfasts. If 

riders wish to continue to cap in their second year the fee would be $200.00 on week-ends which includes a 

hunt breakfast and $100.00 on weekdays or during times that the hunt has a tailgate breakfast. 

Completed membership forms should be sent to: Susan Way, 362 Foxboro-Stirling Rd.  RR#1 Foxboro, K0K 2B0 

accompanied by payment made out to Beaver Meadow Foxhounds. For special payment arrangements, please speak 

to a Master. 

Additional notes to fee sheet 2014 

MFHA: All FULL (Sponsor, Family or Senior) members will be made members of the Masters of Foxhounds of America 

to comply with the MFHA’s request. Family members will only receive one copy of the MFHA’s magazine Covertside 

per family. 

Breakfasts: This is the meal eaten after coming in from hunting on Sundays and will be held in the house of the host 

where possible, but may be “tailgate” which means everyone brings their own food and we eat at the trailers.  

Everyone who is a member is expected to bring food at least twice during the year to the “indoor” breakfasts. A hunt 

member will contact you to tell you the date you will be asked to provide breakfast. If you are unable to attend on that 

date, you may ask to change, or you may be asked to send food anyway. Social and Pony Club members may also be 

asked to help and will not have to pay on that day. Non-members, such as accompanying family who are not riding, will 

be asked for $10 each time they eat. Landowners are not required to pay for lunch. 

All members are expected to contribute efforts to the betterment of the club which means they should go to at least one 

work party per year. 

 



 

RReessuubbssccrriippttiioonn  FFeeee 

Just to let everyone know 

the Board of Directors of Beaver Meadow Foxhounds 

has passed a motion to create  

an initiation fee in the amount of  

$200.00. 

This fee will be levied on   

members who let their membership lapse for a  year or more 

.................... 

 

 

 

The following was received by the Masters of Foxhounds Association and is being passed on for your 

information. 

 

 

Dear Masters:  

  

Just information, but very well done.   Feel free to cross post.  
  

  

Executive Director  

Masters of Foxhounds Association  

  

*****************************************   
   

If New York's new mayor wants to make the city better, he should stop trying to fire 

horses and try giving people the same benefit plan.  



  

 

(Photo: Stan Honda, AFP/Getty Images)  

  

 Story Highlights  

¶ New York Mayor de Blasio is pushing a policy to which even the horses themselves might 

object.  

¶ Horses are adaptable creatures that have long lived in cities.  

¶ Manhatt an's pedicab drivers look with envy at the benefits that the city's horses take for 

granted.  

  

I share at least one thing with the people who want to get rid of carriage horses in New York City: I 

love animals. I've given money to the ASPCA in memory of a dog. I've taken an injured duck to a 

somewhat astonished vet. And horses have been in my life since I started riding as a young girl. 

Riding is collaboration between man and horse, and it's impossible to get a 2,000 -pound animal to 

jump six-foot fences unl ess it wants to.  

  

While I've never taken a carriage ride in Manhattan's Central Park, I've petted the sweet -smelling 

horses as they stand lined up, noses in their feedbags, while sparrows jump about them on the prowl 

for loose grain. Tourists snap picture s of the hansom cabs and the drivers in top hats and the 

atmosphere is one of romantic obsolescence.  

  

So I was upset when New York's new mayor, Bill de Blasio, made his first order of business to go after 

these carriages. "We are going to quickly and aggr essively move to make horse carriages no longer 

a part of the landscape in New York City," he promised in a news conference after his election. 

"They are not humane."  

  



Perhaps de Blasio believes that all horses should be roaming the plains in freedom. Or perhaps, as 

some people have suggested , de Blasio was influenced by developers with an eye on the land now 

occupied by the stables. Whatever the case, the mayor is not only putting 300 or so New Yorkers out 

of work. He is also pushing a policy to which even  the horses themselves might object.  

  

To be sure, the city environment is not ideal for horses -or, for that matter, humans. But horses are 

adaptable creatures that have long lived in cities. And the life of a New York City carriage horse is 

actually not b ad. Unlike the mustang, it doesn't have to find food or water, nor must it avoid the 

wrath of ranchers or flee federal roundups - from which many horses are possibly being  sent to the 

slaughterhouse , in spite of laws to prevent it.  

  

Also, unlike millions of Americans, carriage horses have a job -one with en viable privileges. How 

many Americans are guaranteed a workday lasting no more than nine hours, with  compulsory time 

off  when the temperature falls below 18 degrees Fahrenheit or rises above 90? How many of us are 

legally entitled to a small dwelling, equipped with soft padding on the floor and a healthy diet, all 

under the supervision of a medical professional? And how  many of us get five weeks of mandatory 

vacation?  

  

I bet Manhattan's pedicab drivers look with envy at the benefits that the city's horses take for 

granted.  

  

Some people say horses are obsolete . It's true, the city does not need horse -drawn carriages. Nor 

does Rockefeller Center need an ice -skating rink. Nor does London need the double -decker bus. B ut 

we are poorer when our cityscapes lose beloved icons. Some people say horses are dangerous . Yes, 

a horse can be deadly in the hands of an amateur, but horses have not caused a human fatality in 

New York City in many years.  

  

According to the mayor, the unemployed horses would go to " sanctuaries  ." But, unless they get to 

run around in pastures all day long, horses, like humans, want to have a job. When they are 

deprived of a daily work routine , they get bored and develop any number of number of disorders , 

including cribbing, pawing, weavi ng, blanket -chewing, head -bobbing and other repetitive actions.  

  

The horse is a beast of burden, however harsh that may sound, and without its burden -as a draft 

horse, race horse, show jumper, dressage artist, circus performer or pony -ride pony -it serves no 

obvious purpose in the modern world. Unlike dogs, whose lives now imitate those of humans to a 

frightening degree, horses are too big to jump into bed with you and they don't take well to the 

latest fashions in rain wear. Still, if permitted, they can r emain valued equine companions and 

indispensable partners to carriage drivers. And, if the mayor remains incapable of getting the streets 

plowed  during snowstorms, a saddled up horse can offer good transportation, too.  

  

Diana C. Frank is a documentary producer and a former competitive rider. She wrote this 

for Zocalo Public Square.  
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zx0EncnQ0hDvF1SO_QhSwTWDZkzxfgxp0uo1cwErsStv69GuJCxTnm64buOyIwkTBVlCvKCyjOoiyMIa4kqc6H8zrTo3pEiSdNocKa2uZCZyrO-Ws1rsoE7eg-X7Hpi7T3E8WnkASk3R1W6t4RrfEi4LUg1dXIJLMi3H5y-OfB5EKynYeQ5HAghhTnMbC_mAm1SHCD4RGM6ntQ0VLBnQaRce3rmIN_qt4hZRnrhqlwbSCpRKU-MinX2YEKjlZ0aC3CQ9-GjaJVF-f_jQWFiOKw==&c=wp_FEkCZxbetv_nZPn-QQ15j6EHxO1siefZRX7QEoNmHtKFPmXQNSQ==&ch=FqzTzYPso94GjMhDI57SvMJIeTiyPK27sM9EplBj0zckOifRNZexNw==
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BBBeeeaaavvveeerrr   MMMeeeaaadddooowww   HHHuuunnnttt   BBBuuuttttttooonnnsss   
OOOnnnccceee   yyyooouuu   hhhaaavvveee   eeeaaarrrnnneeeddd   yyyooouuurrr   cccooolllooorrrsss   yyyooouuu   nnneeeeeeddd   tttooo   ooobbbtttaaaiiinnn   yyyooouuurrr   bbbuuuttttttooonnnsss   

MMMeeennn’’’sss   BBBrrraaassssss   BBBuuuttttttooonnnsss         WWWooommmeeennn’’’sss   BBBooonnneee   BBBuuuttttttooonnn   

   

CCCaaalllcccuuuuuuttt    &&&   SSSooonnnsss   LLLtttddd   

SSSaaaddddddllleeerrrsss   aaannnddd   RRRiiidddiiinnnggg   OOOuuutttfff iiitttttteeerrrsss   

SSSuuuttttttooonnn   SSScccoootttnnneeeyyy,,,    NNNrrr...    WWWiiinnnccchhheeesssttteeerrr,,,    

HHHaaammmpppssshhhiiirrreee,,,       SSS000222111   333RRRAAA   

   

wwwwwwwww...cccaaalllcccuuuttttttaaannndddsssooonnnsss...cccooo...uuukkk   

cccaaalllcccuuuttttttsss@@@mmmsssmmm...cccooommm   

PPPhhhooonnneee      000111111---444444---111999666222---777666000222111   

All Beaver members receive 15% off, 

must show ID.  Some exceptions may 

apply. 

 

http://www.calcuttandsons.co.uk/
mailto:calcutts@msm.com


Beaver Meadow Foxhounds Hunt Club was formed in 199 2 and pursues the time -honored 

tradition of riding to hounds    

For the History of our Club, visit our website at:  www.beavermeadowfoxhounds.ca  

 

 

Board of Directors:      Julie Gasson  -  Secretary 

     Hilda Bos 

     Mervin Magner    

        

MMaasstteerrss::    Marion Castleton - 905-342-3813     email: marion.castleton@gmail.com  

   Jamie Hughes -       705-924-9967     email:shadyridge.jamie@gmail.com 

   Greg McEwan -       905-344-7450    email:  gregmcewan@outlook.com 

 

       

 

            

 

Your comments, suggestions and photos are welcome.  Please forward them to: 

 Susan Way, at:  sueway13@gmail.com         

 

 

mailto:sueway13@gmail.com

